Some Student Engagement Strategies

1. Buddy Buzz
What it is
In this activity, students share what they already know and solidify instruction.

Steps
1. Students are paired up. (AB partners)

2. Teacher gives a prompt or asks a question.

3. A tells B their response. Listening partner either holds up one finger for each correct response or paraphrases partner’s response.

4. Teacher gives signal and B tells A their response.

5. Teacher monitors the discussion and active listening.

6. Teacher signals whole group to come together and then randomly calls on partners to share responses. 
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2. Inside-Outside Circle
What is it

This strategy provides an opportunity for students to solidify explanations, understandings, reasoning.
Steps
1. Teacher or students write content relevant questions on index cards. 

2. Students stand in 2 concentric circles.  The inside circle faces out; the outside circle faces in.

3. Inner circle partner asks question, outer circle partner gives answer.

4. Partners switch roles and repeat step 3.

5. Teacher gives signal and students in the outer or inner circle rotate to the next partner.
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3. Four Corners
What it is
This activity gives students opportunity to contemplate multiple answers and promotes mobility!

Steps:

1. Teacher has labeled each corner with a content relevant number, name, word, or phrase.

2. Teacher calls “4 Corners” and students are given think time to make a choice.

3. Each student writes the name/number of a corner on a piece of paper and turns it over without talking.

4. Teacher signals “4 Corners” and students get up and go to their chosen corner.

5. At the corner, they find a partner and discuss the reason for their choice.

6. Teacher randomly selects partners to share with whole group.

4. Writing Break
What it is

At specific points during class, students stop and reflect in writing on the activities happening or information being presented.  Some quick sharing either with partners or the whole class usually follows the writing.  

When to use it

Use at regular intervals, about every ten to twenty minutes, in order to increase retention of material.  Use during in-class readings, large-group discussion, teacher lecture, film or picture viewing.


5. Write-Around
What it is

A group of three to five students write short notes to each other about a rich, complex topic assigned by you!  They jot comments, pass their papers, read what the previous student(s) have written and add their own remarks, basically creating a string of conversation as the pages circulate around the table.  Each student starts a piece, so at all times everyone is writing.  There is no off-task time! 

When to use it

This strategy gives students the opportunity to challenge and correct each other’s misconceptions.

6. Text-On-Text 

What it is
A group of three to five students write short notes to each other about a rich, complex topic assigned by you!  
When to use it

This strategy gives students the opportunity to challenge and correct each other’s misconceptions.
Steps

1. Pick a great short text, blow it up to the maximum possible size that fits on an 8.5x11” piece of paper.  Then, glue it to the center of a piece of chart paper, creating a piece of text with huge margins.

2. Give each student a different-color pen.  As they read, kids jot comments, read what the other student(s) have written and add their own remarks, basically creating a string of conversation circulating the text.

3. The teacher moves around the room, adding questions to spur kids to further discussion.
(Strategies 4-6: Daniels, Harvey, Zemelman, Steven, and Steineke, Nancy. Content-Area Writing: Every Teacher’s Guide)

7. Inductive Learning
What it is

A strategy that helps students learn the big picture, conceptual categories, or generalizations into which all the procedures, definitions, facts, and details fit.

Overview

1. Students examine key terms related to a particular topic or text.

2. Students organize these terms into meaningful groups and develop a simple label for each group that explains what the terms have in common (Group and Label).

3. Students make predictions about the topic which they monitor and revise as they acquire relevant information.
Steps

1. Teacher identifies key terms, events, mathematical expressions that demonstrate key concepts.

2. Break students into small groups and ask them to organize the terms, events, expressions into meaningful groups.

3. Students create a simple label for each group that explains what the words or expressions in the group have in common.

4. Students make 2-3 generalizations about the topic.

5. Students collect information over the course of the lesson or unit that supports or refutes their generalizations.

(Thomas, Ed. Styles and Strategies for Teaching High School Mathematics, 2003)


8. Concept-Generalization Focus
What it is

Use fact and details to illuminate the big ideas or general skills we want students to learn. As a result, many students will remember the facts. 

When to use it

Select this strategy to bring learning up to the level of concepts and generalizations.

Examples

Math—In a math unit on percentages, students prepare a scrapbook of several kinds of percentage problems found in real life, showing how to solve each one correctly.

Social Studies—In a Civil War unit, look closely at eh daily lives of six different people who lived during that time.  Students will pick up many details and facts of the war and the times. Aim to get a general understanding of the war, and especially how people on different sides of the issue experienced it.

Summary Questions or Evaluations

In general, what can you say about…

Classify the specifics we studies into the concept of….

(Harmin, Merrill. Strategies to Inspire Active Learning, 1998.) 


9. Carousel Brainstorming
What it is
Use separate sheets of chart paper for each prompt and give each group of three to five students a different color marker.  Groups visit a station, discuss the topic written at the top of the sheet of chart paper and add their own contributions.  Then they move on to the next station.

When to use it
Carousel brainstorming works best for introducing a new topic or actively involving students in review.

10. Graffiti
What it is

A technique used to generate many ideas, to engage different styles of thinking, and to simulate physical movement.

When to use it

Use the strategy to find out what students already know about a topic, what they remember for several days’ learning, or as a way to synthesize information and learning.
Steps
1.  Teacher generates question stems about a topic.

2.  Students roam around the room, responding to each question.
3.  Teacher assigns students to summarize responses and report back to the class.

11. Associations
What it is

A technique used to spark student interest in a reading, generate associations, build interpretation, and to deepen understanding of text or content.

Steps
1.  Teacher selects text or chunk of content.

2.  Teacher distributes triangle organizer (below).

2.  Students generate 3 words that represent their thoughts about the text or content.

3.  Students form groups of 3 and share their words.  Groups must agree on the three words that best represent the text.

4.  Each student explains the connection between each pair of words (3 explanations total).



12. 1234 Summary
What it is

A tool used to encourage students to summarize a text, lesson, or learning with evidence and support.

1 = What is the big idea?

2 = What important details support the big idea?

3 = What connections can you make to your life, other classes, or other learning in this class?

4 = What questions to you have about the content?

When to use it

1234 Summary will work after students read a text, complete a lesson or other learning activity.  The strategy helps students make connections, reflect on their ideas, and support their ideas with evidence.
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13. Reading for Meaning
What it is

A technique used to prepare readers by asking them to react to a series of statements related to the content.  The anticipation guide gets students to predict what content they will be reading. Students use sources from the text (or video, lecture) to support their responses to the statements on the anticipation guide.
Steps
1. Teacher identifies major concepts in a text, video, or lecture.
2. Teacher establishes 3-5 statements and develops an anticipation guide.

3. Students respond to the statements one at a time.

4. Teacher leads the class in a discussion of the responses to the statements.
5. Students read the text (watch video, listen to lecture) and collect information to support or refute statements.

6. Students compare their original responses with those they generate after reading.

14. Collaborative Summarizing
What it is

A group writing structure that teaches students how to create powerful summaries through collaboration.  Use collaborative summarizing after students have read a text, hear a lecture, or seen a film.

Steps
1. Teacher asks each student to identify the 3-6 most important ideas in a text, lecture, video.

2. Students pair up and review each other’s ideas, then negotiate a combined list of 3-6 ideas.
3. Student pairs then match up and each group of 4 negotiates the list again to form a comprehensive and ordered list fo the 3-6 most important ideas.

4. The groups of 4 use their negotiated list to create a collaborative summary.

 (Strategies 9-14: Silver, Harvey, Strong, Richard, & Perini, Matthew. Tools for Promoting Active, In-depth Learning, 2001)

15. Two Minute Talks
What it is

Students will brainstorm with a partner everything they already know (prior knowledge) about a skill, topic, or concept.  In doing so, they are establishing a foundation of knowledge in preparation for learning new information about the skill, topic, or concept.

When to use it

To activate prior knowledge, focus student learning on a topic about to be addressed, review a topic.

Steps

1. Group students into pairs.

2. Inform students that they will each be talking about topic X for two minutes.  They will need to select which student will begin first.  An easy way to do this is to say something like: "Find out whose birthday comes first in a calendar year."  Then tell students that, "That person gets to go second!"

3. Using a stop watch or other timing device, tell students to begin talking.

4. At two minutes, instruct students to switch.  At this point, the other partner begins talking.  It is okay for the second person to repeat some of the things the first person said.  However, they are encouraged to try and think of new information to share.

5. Have a few groups share some of their responses with the entire class when the activity is done.


16. Talking Drawings
What it is

In this activity, students will activate prior knowledge by creating a graphic representation of a topic before the lesson.  After engaging in learning about that topic, students will re-evaluate their prior knowledge by drawing a second depiction of their topic.  They will then summarize what the different drawings say to them about what they learned

When to use it
To activate and evaluate student knowledge of a topic.
Steps

1. Ask students to close their eyes and think about topic X.  Using the Talking Drawings worksheet, have students draw a picture what they saw while they were thinking about topic X.
2. Teach cognitive portion of your lesson.
3. At the end of the lesson, ask students to elaborate upon their initial drawing by creating a new drawing that incorporates what they learned about topic X during the lesson.
4. Have students share their before and after drawings with a partner.  Students should discuss the differences between the two depictions of topic X.
5. Finally, have students respond in writing at the bottom of their Talking Drawings worksheet.  What do the two drawings tell them about what they learned during the lesson?
Sample Talking Drawings
1. Close your eyes and think about ______________________________ .  Now, open your eyes and draw what you saw.

2. Now that you have learned more about ________________________ , draw a second picture to show what you learned.

3. In the space below, tell what you have changed about your before and after pictures.  Explain why you made those changes.

17. Walk Around Survey
What it is

Walk Around Survey can be used as an activating or summarizing strategy.  In this activity, students are given a topic of study and asked to move around the room for the purpose of conversing with other students.  During these conversations, students will share what they know of the topic and discover what others have learned.
When to use it
To activate students' prior knowledge through conversation and movement
To summarize content learned during class 
Steps

1. Assign a topic for the Walk Around Survey.
2. Pass out a survey form to each student in the class.
3. Allow students an allotted amount of time to survey three classmates (informers) on the given topic.
4. When students are completing the survey form, the soliciting student should write the name of the informer on his/her worksheet in the left-hand column.  He/she will then record three facts from the student informer on the worksheet in the three empty blocks.  He/she will then move on to find a second and third informing student to complete the survey worksheet.
5. Have students return to their seats and complete the Survey Summary.
 
18. Challenge Envelopes 
What is it
This activity is designed to provide students with opportunities to formulate challenging questions regarding a topic or concept and to be challenged by the questions of others.
When to use it

To facilitate review and/or higher level processing of a topic or concept.
Steps
1. Divide the class into small groups. 

2. Give each group of students an envelope. 

3. Have each group write a challenge questions on the front of the envelope. Encourage higher level questions that have prompts like: 

What might be…?   What could be…?   What if…? 

4. Have each group generate the answer or criteria for a response and include a sample response. These should all be placed inside the envelope. 

5. Scramble the envelopes and have the groups rotate the envelopes through the class. When a group receives and envelope, the question is to be addressed and then checked against the answer or criteria inside the envelope. 

6. Have each group put their own response to the question inside the envelope when they are done. They should then send the envelope back into circulation. 

7. As the envelopes begin to fill with responses, the groups are to compare their responses to the others that are in the envelopes.  

(Strategies 15-18: Instructional Strategies for Engaging Learners, Guilford County Schools TF, 2002)
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What is a connection you made?














What questions do you have about the big idea?








